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Bush achieves goal
in spite of criticism

By PAUL JEROME CROCE

resident George W. Bush
¢ has received an unprece-
j dented amount of
criticism, even from military
people, fiscal conservatives and
other Republican-leaning con-
stituencies. If the election had
been held on the
asis of these
'evaluations, it
would not have
been even close.
Instead, Bush
won by a com-
fortable margin.
w’'d that hap- 22
n? CROCE
“In brief: This ?
idministration squandered sup
port after-9/11 and inflamed a
new generation of anti-Ameri-
ganism, acted aggressively with
pre-emption and diverted atten-
tion away.from action against
terrorism, and reversed its poli-
cies on nation-building but did
not even plan the post-war na-
fion-building well.
. “The Bush response was simple
afid remarkably effective. His
dampaign focused on Kerry’s
ee-decade-old war record and
gvoted more energy-to negative
ases and images about the
senator’s prospects for handling
aq today-than to defending
sh’s own war record. When
? talked about his own poli-
¢fes, his language was direct —
paraphrase and summarize,
e said to the nation, “You are
afraid, and I can protect you,” l

CAMPAIGN SUBSTANCE
The simplicity of Bush’s mes-
sages left a yawning gap about
the substance of his policies.
«"Have Bush’s policies been pa-
striotic? Support for soldiers in
tHe field*brings out everyone’s.

patriotism, at least in support.of |

the trogps themselves. Bush
-counted on that support to spill
over into support for his poli-
oles. However, these policies
have brought this democracy to
ctin therole of an empire.
¢ Is Bush a moral, religious
pian? Most observers agree that
he is anfupright man with deep
evange beliefs that gulde
his convictions. That will be
enough for many voters. But he
was remarkably quiet about his
faith during the campaign. Per-
‘haps that is because a majority
of Americans do not share his

Y

. application of the Christian tra-

‘dition t%a millennial vision of
America’s mission and at least
the suggestion that our current

. policies are part of a new. West-

vern crusade, Without directly
:fglking about his evangelical be-
ofiefs, Bush could assume his
+base of conservative “values”
tyoters while appealing to reli-
! glous moderates. i
, ¢What about Iraq? The inva-
+ séen of Irag implemented a plan
+ffom Washington-based neo-
! conservative policy advocates
| dating back atleast two decades.
'+ The policy calls for a dramati-
ally idealistic transformation
Middle East nations toward
¥démocratic directions. Do a na-
rity of Americans believe that
. this complex and sorrow-filled
' pegion can be transformed so
fnickly? The next four years
' mlay bring protracted warfare
| ithnoendinsight.

 'SiDo weneedito stay the ganwrse?

: Iis is the realist view. Call this
e power of incumbency in in-
rnational affairs. Some voters

y have thought that senti-
ental patriotism was just a lot
hype, never warmed to Bush’s
: religious fervor and found his
© idealistic policies good for rear-
I.rahgingfigures on a map butnot
! for the rough and tumble of poli-
! tips and war. And yet, these vot-
- ers might have still supported
‘I Bush for the simple reason that
. wearealreadyinlIraq.
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THE DOMESTIC FRONT

Bush’s domestic policies did
not bring the same avalanche of’
criticism, but clearly he’ gov-
erned from a sharply ideologieal
perspective, based on an avid
commitment to marketplace so-
lutions to budget shortfalls, So-
cial Security, education and
even environmental p¥dtection.
He is so committed to pro-busi-
ness, anti-government ap-
proaches that he has even
violated a cardinal principle of
the right with the largest deficit
in U.S. history.

He brings his evangelical
faith to a host of cultural ques-
tions ranging from abortion and
stem-cell research to.gun legis-
lation and prayer in school. As
with Irag policy, Bush’s ap-

- proaches certainly express val-

id points of view on the political
spectrum, but ones that would
only.have claimed a decided mi-

- nority if he had campaigned on

them more explicitly.

The reason he did not speak
more frankly about his views
was that beneath the radar of
most political. attention, there
was a slight shift to the left in |
the American electorate abouta
decade and a half ago. Ameri-
cans responded with relief to the
end of the Cold War because
they were glad to be released
from the burdens of brinksman-
ship. And even Democrats and
liberal policy advocates have
come to the view that govern-
ment can give diréction, even if
it cannot by itself solve social-
problems. So in both foreign and

domestin nnlicvmaking thora

was a hidden and liberal-lean-
ing consensus lurking beneath
the*angry polarization, Bush
himself tacitly acknoWledged
this by running on the “compas-
sionate conservative” slogan in
2000.

But that liberal shift was hi-
jacked by three events over the
pastsix years. i

First, Clinton’s scandal
stopped the momentum- of his
moderately liberal administra-
tion, -providing an almost car-
toon version of the conservative
and traditionalist suspicions
about the youth of the 1960s gen-
eration—now grown butmoral-
ly marred by their years of sex,
drugs and rock ‘n’roll. 3

. Second, the Republican candi-
date did not win a majority of
votes in 2000. This is not a com-

.ment about the Electoral Col-

lege and the Supreme Court, but
a simple reminder that before
this month, the last time the
more conservative of our two
major parties won a majority of
popular votes for the presidency
was 16 yearsago—1988.

And third, 9/11. Those terri-
ble assaults would have helped
any sitting president, but the
fear they produced brought spe-
cial allegiance to a president
whose major asset was simple
direct talk and action based on
solid conviction. i

The Bush campaign put less
emphasis on reasons to vote for
him than attempts to stimulate
intyitions and feelings based on
his toughness. The reasons to
vote for Bush were certainly
there, but they came from mi-
nority stances for evangelical
politics, empire foreign policies
and corporate solutions to so-
cial problems. Those core com-
mitments did not get full
expression; and so many Bush
voters will get the four more
years they voted for, but hot nec-
essarily the policies they actual-
ly want, .
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